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SHABBAT CANDLE
LIGHTING TIMES
Parshat Hayei Sarah                  
BOSTON 5:25 PM
MANCHESTER, N.H. 5:25 PM
FALL RIVER 5:26 PM
PORTLAND, MAINE 5:19 PM
PROVIDENCE, R.I. 5:27 PM
SPRINGFIELD 5:31 PM
WORCESTER 5:28 PM

ERUV STATUS:
BOSTON 781-446-9797
MALDEN 781-322-5686
SHARON 781-695-0505

Culture clash 
in Germany
A boyfriend tries to pass as Jew-
ish in the German-made “Oh,
What a Mess!,” one of the Jew-
ish Film Festival movies reviewed
by Dan Kimmel. 

See Page 20 

When Mom
doesn’t know you
A nursing home chaplain offers
suggestions on handling loved
ones wrestling with memory 
problems. 

See Page 11

Pride and
parenthood
Guest parenting columnist Heather
Zacker asks: At what point does
our concern for our children be-
come an unhealthy identification? 

See Page 18 

Blinded by the
Halo Effect
Singles columnist Tamar Caspi
talks about how our eyes lead us
to fall for the wrong people. 

See Page 22 

Honoring 
the Ains
Kronos CEO Aron Ain and his
wife, Susan, will be honored for
helping to bring day school to the
western suburbs – just one of
their many Jewish causes. 

See Page 4 

By Leah Burrows
Special to the Advocate

A Boston archbishop from the
Greek Melkite Catholic Church ig-
nited a controversy between the
Catholic and Jewish communities
when he told a Vatican press con-
ference that the “concept of the
promised land cannot be used as a
base for the justification of the re-
turn of Jews to Israel and the dis-
placement of Palestinians.”

Cyril Salim Bustros spoke last
weekend at the end of a two-week
Vatican synod addressing the sta-
tus of Christians in the Middle
East. It was attended mostly by
bishops from the Middle East.

Bustros said that “sacred scrip-
ture should not be used to justify
the occupation by Israel of Pales-
tine,” and went on to say that that
the Jewish covenant with G-d “was
nullified by Christ” and that “there
is no longer a chosen people.”

His remarks angered Israeli of-
ficials and many in the American
Jewish community. 

"We express our disappoint-
ment that this important synod
has become a forum for political
attacks against Israel, in the best
tradition of Arab propaganda,”
said Israeli Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Danny Ayalon in a statement
released by the ministry. 

The Anti-Defamation League
was one of several Jewish organi-
zations that called on the Vatican

Greek Melkite
archbishop disputes
‘promised land’

By Elise Kigner
Advocate Staff 

The state’s newest Jewish
cemetery, Beit Olam East, re-
flects two trends: the growing
number of interfaith families
and the mushrooming Jewish
community in the suburbs west
of Route 128.

Two-thirds of the plots at the
10-acre Wayland cemetery will
be open to interfaith families. 

The $7 million cemetery will

be dedicated Nov. 7. It was built
as an extension to the adjacent
Beit Olam Cemetery, which
opened in 1999.

Stan Kaplan, executive direc-
tor of Jewish Cemetery Associa-
tion of Massachusetts (JCAM),
said the idea for the original
cemetery was suggested by
Rabbi Herman Blumberg, who
was then the rabbi at Temple
Shir Tikva in Wayland. Blumberg

Boston cleric
stirs storm
over Israel

By Leah Burrows
Special to the Advocate

There is a moment at the end of
Verdi’s “Requiem,” when the voices of
the 100 strong chorus – blazing and
powerful – become quiet, and out of the
low hum emerges one, strong voice. A
soprano that leads the chorus to the end
of the piece.

It’s Leonard Fein’s favorite piece of
music – he owns 49 versions, and this is
the part he likes best. The piece is about
death and judgment – and it sounds like
a piece about death and judgment. It’s vi-
olent, dramatic, almost cacophonous at
points. 

When Fein hears that last movement –
more than 100 minutes into the per-
formance – he closes his eyes. He has
heard this piece thousands of times, but
this part, this one voice, always gets him.

One voice rising above the rest. One
voice leading hundreds.

It’s an image he identifies with. 
Fein, 76, has been an outspoken and

leading voice in the Jewish community
for more than three decades. Last week-
end he celebrated milestones for not one
but two of the organizations he founded:
the 25th anniversary of Mazon and the
35th anniversary of Moment magazine.

For Fein, a deeply spiritual but secular
Jew, Judaism is less about G-d and more
about deeds. 

“Judaism is a source of dreams and
guide to action,” Fein said, sitting in his
loft on the edge of Boston’s Chinatown. 

When he founded Mazon 25 years
ago, Fein said, “I didn’t want to feed hun-
gry people as a Jew, I wanted Jews to feed
hungry people.”

Continued on Page 5

Last weekend he was feted for founding Mazon and
Moment. But that’s just part of the story of Leonard Fein.

Leibel’s many lives

Two-thirds of plots open to interfaith families 

A prayer garden at Beit Olam East in Wayland.

New cemetery reflects changing Jewish community

Right: Fein at
Mazon party.
Left: discussing
plight of Soviet
Jews with Soviet
Ambassador
Anatoly Do-
brynin and Eli
Wiesel in 1968;
and, below, with
Israeli President
Shimon Peres. 

Continued on Page 2 Continued on Page 3
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Fein on his first trip to

Israel in 1953.
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told Kaplan that he had heard
from many interfaith families
that it was hard to find appro-
priate plots, as they had to
choose between a secular
cemetery and a Jewish cemetery
with a small interfaith section.

“It became more and more
apparent to the rabbis that we
had a problem,” Kaplan said.
“There was nothing more alien-
ating for Jewish families than
not being able to be buried in a
Jewish cemetery, when they
were bringing up their children
Jewish and living a Jewish life.”

Sitting on three acres, Beit
Olam had a capacity of 2,000.
Cemetery officials expected
plots would be available for at
least 30 years. However, with
people buying plots earlier in
life, the cemetery sold out in
seven years. Most customers
were in their 40s, 50s and 60s,
and included a number of pro-
fessors from Cambridge. Blum-
berg, his wife and children all
have plots there.

To accommodate the huge
demand, the Sudbury Design
Group last fall embarked on
construction of Beit Olam East.
Situated on what had been
farmland, the new cemetery can
accommodate 7,000. Already,
1,500 sites have been sold. 

Kaplan said he arrived at the

number of new plots by using a
formula that incorporated the
state’s death rate and the total
number of congregants at 26
synagogues in Metrowest. He
doubled the resulting figure to
take into account unaffiliated
Jews.

Two-thirds of the plots are la-
beled as Reform and are open
to interfaith families, and a
third are marked as Conserva-
tive – the same ratio as in Beit
Olam. In keeping with a recent
ruling by the Conservative
movement’s Rabbinical Assem-
bly and the wishes of local rab-
bis, the Conservative and Re-
form sections are at least six
feet apart and separated by
pathways and roadways. Tem-
ple Emunah in Lexington, Tem-
ple Beth Am in Framingham
and Temple Beth Elohim in
Wellesley each has its own sec-
tion.

As with Beit Olam, Kaplan
doesn’t plan to do much mar-
keting for the extension. “I
think when people see it they
will talk about it a lot,” he said,
adding that the beauty of the
grounds would be advertisment
enough.

Kaplan estimated that the
plots at Beit Olam East would
sell out in 50 years. 

The new cemetery is sur-
rounded by trees and features

pathways in the shapes of three
Stars of David. It has three des-
ignated prayer gardens and 50
granite benches scattered
throughout. Urns in the ceme-
tery are filled with stones from
cemeteries in Israel.

Plots costs $3,850, including
perpetual care of the grounds
and the monument (but not the
cost of the monument itself).
Kaplan said the price reflects
land and development costs as
well as anticipated mainte-
nance. The land at Beit Olam
East cost $3.5 million and con-
struction another $3.5 million.

Before the original Beit

Olam, the last Jewish cemetery
opened in the state was Sharon
Memorial Park in 1948. Beit
Olam and East Beit Olam are
the only two cemeteries that
have been built by JCAM. The
nonprofit took over many of the
state’s Jewish cemeteries when
it was founded 26 years ago. It
now owns and operates 106
cemeteries, about half the Jew-
ish burial grounds in the state.

The contrast between
JCAM’s oldest and newest
cemeteries reflects changes in
the Jewish community over the
past 150 years. Ohabei Shalom,
which opened in East Boston in

1844, is the resting place of im-
migrants who settled in the
Mystic River Jewish communi-
ties. As funeral homes were un-
common back then, the ceme-
tery was built with a chapel.
Often, a husband and wife
would be buried on opposite
sides of the cemetery, as it was
not until after World War II that
family plots became nearly uni-
versal. Monuments tended to
be large, unlike the more mod-
est monuments at Beit Olam.

State treasurer candidate
Steve Grossman, who is co-
chairing the campaign to re-
store the chapel at Ohabei
Shalom Cemetery, will give the
keynote address at the dedica-
tion of Beit Olam East. A half
dozen rabbis and cantors will
conduct the service. They will
then lead a walk around the
perimeter of the cemetery, stop-
ping seven times along the way
to read blessings as a way to
mark the land as holy.

Kaplan predicted that up to
1,000 people would attend the
dedication. After the ceremony,
plot owners will be able to ex-
plore the cemetery and pick
their burial spots.

The Beit Olam East dedica-

tion service will be held Nov. 7

at noon. For more informa-

tion, call 617-244-6509 or visit

jcam.org

Continued from Page 1 

Beit Olam East to be dedicated in Wayland

Reform and Conservative sections are separated in the 

10-acre cemetery. 
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